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Prevent Rita Amnesia — Support the Supplemental

March 15, 2006

Dear Colleague:

This week marks the six month anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, a Category 3 storm that
inflicted lasting damage to Southeast Louisiana and the economy of our entire state. Less
than a month later, another Category 3 storm, Hurricane Rita, devastated my district in
Southwest Louisiana, causing widespread destruction to our communities and critical
economic infrastructure. Since then, there 1s a palpable view among many of my
constituents that their story has been forgotten, their needs unknown.

Last month, President Bush made a commitment to Louisiana by requesting $4.2 billion
in the Emergency Supplemental to help solve many of our housing needs. The full
amount of this funding is absolutely critical to our recovery in Southwest Louisiana. As
we consider the Emergency Supplemental this week, I am compelled to inform you of the
situation in Southwest Louisiana, as well as the economic impact Rita has dealt on both
our state and Nation.

However, you don’t need to hear this from me. Attached i1s a letter from several local
officials who represent Hurricane Rita’s impacted areas. These community leaders can
be credited for evacuating residents in a safe manner once Rita hit, avoiding the large loss
of life that occurred in New Orleans. They should also be credited for working tirelessly

in the months since then to get our residents home, and to get our economy back on its
feet. '

There 1s no doubt that a long and difficult road lies ahead for the residents of Southwest
Louisiana. This week, I urge you to remember them as you consider this legislation.

Sincerely,

Charles W. Boustany, Jr., M D.
Member of Congress
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